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ABSTRACT 

This Kids Count report examines trends in the well-being of 
Illinois’ children. The statistical portrait is based on 25 indicators in the 
areas of family, economic security, education, safety, and health. The 
indicators are: (1) child population and births; (2) language spoken at home; 
(3) children- in two-parent families; (4) grandparents raising grandchildren; 
(5) teen births; (6) children in foster care; (7) children with disabilities; 
(8) family income, self-sufficiency, child poverty, and TAN F ; (9) food stamp 

enrollment; (10) affordable housing; (11) child support; (12) employed 
parents; (13) unemployment; (14) early childhood education; (15) licensed 
child care; (16) class size; (17) per-pupil spending; (18) high school 
graduation rate; (19) health insurance coverage; (20) rates of vaccine- 
preventable diseases; (21) infant mortality; (22) low birth-weight babies; 

(23) child abuse and neglect; (24) child deaths; (25) lead poisoning. The 
first part of the report notes state trends and key findings for each 
indicator as well as definitions. The remainder and bulk of the report 
presents indicator data for each county. The data indicate improvement in 
indicators for child health care enrollment, children in foster care, and 
births to teen mothers . Indicators showing mixed progress— no improvement for 
subgroups— are median income, children living in poverty, and infant 
mortality. Indicators in need of attention include health insurance coverage, 
assistance to working poor, unemployment, child care program quality, and 
graduation rates. (HTH) 
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FAMILY INCOME, SELF SUFFICIENCY, CHILD POVERTY AND TANF 
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What Illinois Can Do 

Having a job does not ensure an escape from 
poverty, greater family stability or entry into the 
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a About 195,000 children 

LICENSED CHILD CARE received child care subsidies 

in 2000 
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Improving and Expanding Early Learning By Rachel Zukow 
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14,747 babies weighing less 

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT BABIES than 5-1/2 pounds were bom 

in Illinois in 2000 
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Investing additional resources in Family Case 
Management and Women, Infants and Children 
will allow these programs to provide a healthy start 
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Elinois ICids Csoet 2003 
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